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the vessels.    This was all that we wanted; and in everything else I
did all in my power to conciliate the Danes.1
Sir Arthur arrived in London on September 3oth, and the
early part of October finds him once more installed in Dublin
Castle, where, Sir J. Barrington records, " he recommenced
his duty of secretary; and during his residence in Ireland in
that capacity I did not hear one complaint against any part
of his conduct either as a public or private man ".2
The Irish Secretary now remained for three months in
Ireland, before flitting once more to London for his Parlia-
mentary duties. Just before he went Kitty presented him
with another son, bom on January i6th, 1808.*
By January 22nd he was in London, with his nose well
down to the grindstone, and in for a strenuous session.
About this time events were occurring in Spain and Por-
tugal which were to have a vital effect on Arthur "Wellesley's
life. For the patriots of these countries had appealed to
England for help to resist Napoleon's invasion, and a British
expeditionary force was to be sent to their assistance.
The government have lately been talking to me about taking the
command of the corps destined for Spain, which is to be assembled at
Cork [wrote Arthur to the Duke of Richmond on June 4th] but nothing
is yet settled about it. I am convinced that I need make no apology to
you for taking it, for if you were in my situation you would do the
same; nor need I say much to produce a conviction upon your mind
that if this service should separate me from you, it will be a source of
the greatest regret to me. . . . Don't mention this subject, as I don't
write it to Lady W. till it will be positively determined.3
There was, however, no doubt about it and the command
of the forces going to the Peninsula was definitely given to
Sir Arthur Wellesley.
1 Supp. Despatches, VoL VI\ p. 21.
* Harrington, p. 204.
3 Supp. Despatches, P^ol. F', p* 444,
* Lord Charles Wellesley, General, 1808-58. Grandfather to the
present Duke of Wellington [1936].